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VOLUNTEERS
WEEK
Volunteers’ Week is an annual
celebration of the contribution
millions of people make across the
UK through volunteering. Run by the
National Council of Voluntary
Organisations (NCVO), Volunteers’
Week will be looking a bit different
this year due to the COVID-19.

Instead of the usual theme of
celebration, NCVO is suggesting that
voluntary organisations consider
focusing more on themes such as
‘time to say thanks’ and sharing
volunteering good news’ stories.
There are still lots of resources on
NCVO’s website that you can use,
including logos for social media,
volunteer certificate templates and
how to approach the local media.
Volunteers’ Week could be a great
time to promote the contribution
that you or a group locally have
made to share the messages out to
people in your community who
might not know about the great
work happening in your community.

PLAY AREAS &
OUTDOOR GYMS

PARISH LIAISON
On Wednesday 3 June we would
have had the Parish Liaison meeting.
As you probably expect it has been
cancelled.

Government guidance has allowed
for any facilities associated with
outdoor sports and physical
activities to reopen from
Wednesday 13 May 2020, if those
responsible for them feel ready to
do so and if they can do so safely.
This includes basketball and tennis
courts, playing spaces like golf
courses (public and private) and
playing fields and water sports.
However outdoor gyms,
playgrounds and outdoor swimming
pools will remain closed.

The Community Focus team recently
contacted you to find out as a parish
or town council what media
platform you are using to hold
meetings (ie zoom, skype).
This was for two reasons: to
understand how NWLDC and LCC
can communicate to parish and
town councils and activist groups
locally on HS2 matters but also to
look at arranging a virtual parish
liaison.
We expect the parish liaison will not
be held until September earliest.
We will continue to share updates
via these newsletters. If you have
any suggested topics you would like
to discuss please contact us.

GREEN SHOOTS 2020
We have made the decision that we will not be running the Green Shoots
Scheme this year.
It feels appropriate to focus on other areas of work, including getting the
grants started back up with the recruitment of the
Community Focus Support Officer (to be advertised in
June 2020) and planning for the Free Tree Scheme to
be delivered in February 2021. The scheme will be
back in bloom in 2021!

HEADING TOWARDS A ‘NEW’ NORMAL
The district council is now looking at
recovery of council services and the
local economy. We are following
Government guidance and are
looking at our services opening
accordingly.
As it stands the Government is
advising:
•

Outdoor markets and car
showrooms can reopen from 1
June

•

Reception, year 1 and year 6
priority groups at primary
schools can re-open from 1 June

•

All non-essential retail will be
able to reopen from 15 June.

Businesses are also able to open
from these dates once they have
completed a risk assessment in
consultation with trade union
representatives or workers.
The district council is working with a
number of stakeholders and
businesses regarding the reopening
of the day-time economy.
Conversations are taking place on a
number of issues, including
pedestrian movements, visual
advertising to remind people of
social distancing and hand washing,
etc. A number of parishes that have
shopping facilities within their

communities have been engaged in
this discussion.

With the day-time economy
reopening the likelihood is that the
night-time economy will not be too
far behind. The community safety
partnership will be working with
licensed premises to support
this. However, it is anticipated that
social distancing in the night-time
economy will prove more
challenging and we are therefore
looking at methods to encourage
customers to be mindful of how
they interact.

You will be aware that the district
council set up a NWLDC hub,
supporting residents who were
identified as shielded. We also have
been supporting some residents
whom are not shielded but whom
have been considered to be at
risk. Over the next 7-9 months we
will be looking at reducing our
support appropriately and helping
people secure any further help they
may need. We will also be working
with the community groups known
as CRUs about how they can start
helping communities get back to the
‘new’ normal.

#OurDoorIsOpen
The Leicester Safeguarding Children
Partnership Board and the
Leicestershire and Rutland
Safeguarding Children Partnership
have produced some posters and
leaflets to encourage people to stay

CONGRATULATIONS!

extra vigilant of children's welfare
during lockdown and report any
concerns they may have. Posters
are attached to the email.

Congratulations to Fiona Palmer,
Clerk of Castle Donington Parish
Council and Swannington Parish
Council and Nicola Land, Clerk of
Ibstock Parish Council and
Worthington Parish Council, who
have both completed and qualified
in CiLCA.
For those councils that are not
aware of CiLCA (Certification in Local
Council Administration), this
qualification offers a range of
benefits. One in particular is that
CiLCA forms part of the criteria for
the council to exercise the General
Power of Competence.
For more benefits please see the
SLCC page, link on logo below.
For more information on CiLCA;
course availability, click on the logos
below.

