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Response of North West Leicestershire District Council
August 2019

1. Introduction
This document is the North West Leicestershire District Council (NWLDC) response to
the Governments HS2 Phase 2b design refinement consultation1, as published on 6
June 2019.
Overarching comments:
NWLDC support Leicestershire County Council’s overarching comments on highways
and watercourses, which are:
LCC has outlined impacts on county highways including public rights of way
affected and included suggested alternatives where appropriate to ensure County
Council service continuity and to minimise disruption to residents and businesses.
The County Council has highlighted that many ordinary watercourses will be
affected and will seek assurance that HS2 Ltd will engage with LCC as their design
progresses to minimise or reduce flood risk.
The District Council have highlighted landscape, ecological and heritage impacts, and
suggested additional mitigation measures.
Line realignment from Ashby-de-la-Zouch to Diseworth:
NWLDC supports the railway line moving away from A42 J13 so to not constrain future
growth at this junction and allow/ensure that the A511 and A512 remain open during
construction. Good highways access is essential to our community.
The District Council recognises the need for this realignment and that it will reduce HS2
construction costs through the historic mining area and in turn reduce the carbon
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Department for Transport and High Speed Two (HS2) Limited consultation:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/hs2-phase-2b-design-refinement-consultation
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footprint of the construction process (less construction materials required/vehicle
movements).
The District Council has highlighted specific new impacts from the realignment and
made suggestions for appropriate mitigation.
The District Council does not support the proposed revised design for A42 J14. LCC
are considering alternative highway layouts for this junction and NWLDC will support
their aspirations for a better solution.
Construction of a railhead at Ashby-de-la-Zouch
NWLDC recognises that bringing significant volumes of materials and equipment via the
rail network will reduce vehicle movements on the highway network and reduce overall
construction and environmental impacts, therefore we support a railhead in principle.
The District Council will seek assurance that HS2 Ltd will develop appropriate mitigation
for communities affected by the temporary railhead proposals.
NWLDC will be open to alternative future use for this area (as opposed to full
restoration). This could minimise overall construction disruption and allow mitigation
measures to be implemented at the start of works. This could bring additional local
benefits to both the community and the economy.
NWLDC supports the County Council’s view that further detail is required on traffic
volumes in this area, and that mitigation measures that might be needed for A42 J13 to
ensure sufficient traffic capacity at this junction throughout the construction phase.
The District Council requests further detail on access from the highway including vehicle
movements and additional rail movements (that will affect highway level crossings and
therefore access within and between communities).
The District Council requests further information on any proposed construction
compounds on this site, to include workers compounds and welfare facilities and the
number of workers expected.
Permanent maintenance facility at Austrey
NWLDC does not support proposals for the maintenance facility at Austrey, highlighting
long term possible indirect impact of night-time operations on the village of Appleby
Parva. The District Council is concerned that the surrounding rural roads are
inappropriate for vehicles to access the site which will permanently bring additional
traffic from the M42 J11 through Appleby Parva, impacting the village. There is also
local concern of a potential visual impact (e.g. night lighting) in this rural area, that has
yet to be quantified.
NWLDC suggests that consideration be given to move this facility to the Ashby Railhead
temporary site and make this facility permanent. This could provide a more direct access
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from the highway network and be more comprehensively mitigated by the earthworks
required for the railhead construction.
NWLDC note that Warwickshire County Council are also likely to oppose the site at
Austrey; see consideration of a permanent facility elsewhere.
Other alterations on HS2 Phase 2b situated close to Leicestershire
NWLDC welcomes the proposal to provide a bored tunnel rather than “cut and cover”
under the A42, J10 to the south-west of Leicestershire – this will avoid significant traffic
disruption on the A42 and A5 which are significant transport gateways for
Leicestershire.
NWLDC welcomes the HS2 realignment at Trowell north of Leicestershire, which will
remove the need to realign the M1 motorway in this area. This will mean far less
disruption on the M1, which again is a significant transport gateway for Leicestershire.
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2. Design Refinement proposals within Leicestershire
Background:
On 6th June 2019, the Department for Transport published its “HS2 Phase 2b design
refinement consultation”. The consultation will close on 6th September 2019.
The Government is consulting on 11 proposed refinements/changes to the Phase 2b
design as follows:
RELOCATIONS AND REALIGNMENTS
1

Relocation of the Palatine Road vent shaft, West Didsbury, Manchester.

2

Relocation of the Lytham Road vent shaft to Birchfields Road, Fallowfield,
Manchester

3

Realignment of the route at Junction 10 of the M42, North Warwickshire

4

Realignment of the route between Ashby-de-a-Zouch and Diseworth,
Leicestershire

5

Realignment of the route at Trowell in Nottinghamshire to avoid the M1

6

Leeds corridor, Woodlesford to Leeds station
NEW INFRASTRUCTURE

7

Railhead and maintenance facility at Ashley, Cheshire

8

Maintenance facility at Austrey, North Warwickshire

9

Railhead at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire

10

Train stabling facility at Heaton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
NEW SCOPE

11

Passive provision for two junctions at High Legh, Cheshire.

Two of the above refinements (nos. 4 and 9, marked in bold text) are within
Leicestershire and two (no. 3 and 5, marked in italic text) will have some implications
for Leicestershire, as they affect the local road networks at the County border and
potentially within the County.
We note that the consultation does not include the provision of a link between HS2 and
the Midland Main Line at Toton. We will continue to press for this as preparations for
the hybrid Bill continue.
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3. General Comments
The following comments relate to all aspects of the consultation documents and are
recorded separately to sections 4 and 5 below.
NWLDC support the County Council’s general comments provided in Section 3 of their
consultation response.
Worker Compounds and Accommodation
Checks of the WDES information on construction compounds from Tamworth to
Nottingham indicate that there will be no designated worker accommodation along this
45-mile section of line. While NWLDC are aware that HS2 Ltd are aiming to recruit local
workers where possible, it is recognised that engineering teams may come from further
afield. The District is not well-provisioned with hotels and rental properties, and this
raises concerns as to how workers can be properly provided for and, where necessary,
their families. This is particularly important in areas such as Ashby and Kegworth where
there will be larger numbers of workers.
The District Council seeks further guidance from HS2 Ltd on how HS2 staff will be
accommodated for Phase 2b. NWLDC welcomes the opportunity to discuss this further
with HS2 Ltd.

4. Realignment of the route between Ashby-de-la-Zouch and Diseworth,
Leicestershire
Overview of the route realignment impacts
The new route will run closer to Junction 14 of the A42, potentially resulting in the need
for changes to this junction and slip road. The impacts of this are detailed in the Traffic
and Transport section below.
This change brings the line closer to the grade II listed Hall Farm and Breedon Lodge
Farmhouse and cottage. The new alignment will destroy Breedon Lodge Moat, a site of
historic interest which is associated with the farm. The setting of the farm will also be
permanently damaged by loss of the historic moat associated with this site.
The new alignment will cause increased disturbance of the Lount Meadow SSSI and
coal mining scheduled monuments at Smoile Farm, Birch Coppice and Rough Park.
There may be an increased impact on the proposed development site to the east of
Junction 13 of the A42.
There will be altered impacts on landowners in terms of land take, but this is difficult to
assess as a construction zone map has not been supplied with the consultation
materials. It is noted that this may impact on some previously unaffected landowners.
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The concerns about land severance and access to farms stated in the WDES
consultation response still applies and the County Council will seek to ensure that this
is appropriately addressed by HS2 Ltd.
Consultation response
General comments
The District Council has noted there are some omissions from the information provided
by HS2 Ltd in comparison with the WDES, which has made preparing a response
challenging. These include omission of construction zones mapping, including provision
of compounds and related access.
NWLDC request that this information is received before the deposition of the Hybrid Bill.
Traffic and transport – general comments
Although Leicestershire County Council are the Highways Authority, NWLDC
recognises that highways and transport are central to all activities across the County
including community cohesion and socio-economics, all of which affect peoples’ wider
quality of life. The HS2 project will have a significant impact on local networks,
particularly during the extensive construction period and beyond this into the operation
of HS2.
NWLDC support and endorse LCC’s comments made on traffic and transport in their
consultation response.
More information will be needed from HS2 Ltd on closures of major and minor roads,
and agreements reached about how to schedule these in a way which allows
communities to function. NWLDC request that where possible, off-line works are
undertaken to minimise closures.
The District and its residents must be able to carry out their day to day business, and it
is vital that essential services are not impeded. Traffic assessments must include
journey times for emergency services as local resilience forums have already expressed
concerns about these.
NWLDC request that traffic impact assessments are carried out on construction traffic,
to include light vehicles and staff cars. Traffic assessments must also include impacts
on smaller outlying communities more than 1km from the line of route.
Traffic and transport – specific comments
The District reiterate the comments from the WDES response that local roads around
Packington, New Packington and Worthington must not be used for construction traffic.
All efforts must be made to keep the A511 and A512 open as these are important access
roads in the community.
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NWLDC welcome the amendment to the line of route at J13, as it makes future
expansions possible. However, the length/scale of closures must be agreed with HS2
Ltd to ensure that there is not widespread disruption and would request that the major
amendments are constructed offline.
Bus access must be maintained during periods of diversion/disruption at J13 and its
surrounding roads as they are a means of access to and from Ashby, particularly for
elderly residents and schoolchildren.
Long Hedge Lane, Worthington and Breedon Lane – both routes must not be closed at
the same time to preserve appropriate access for Worthington and diversion routes
must be agreed.
Corkscrew Lane – the 7-year closure of this road provides connections to Church
Town/Farm Town and is an important route for residents. Its lengthy closure is raising
concerns locally.
A42 J14 – NWLDC support the County Council’s view that there is a better solution for
this junction.
Public Rights of Way and routes for Non-Motorised Users (NMU)
Clarity is needed on the plans for the footpath link from Ashby to Worthington; local
walkers and runners state that it is well-used and needs to be retained.
Cycle route NCN6 must be provided with alternative access during the construction
period.
NCN15 runs along Mill Lane from Belton to Diseworth and is affected by construction
works to Mill Lane. It is not clear if proposed diversion route is suitable for cyclists.
The Cloud Trail must be kept open at all times.
Diversion routes for M60/2 and 3, and M30/1 will be very long and may discourage
users. It is probably not suitable to divert these along the A512 unless there is adequate
separation between pedestrians and vehicles (M30 currently passes under the A512).
Opportunity to provide a diversion route through the newly created woodland has now
been lost as this is not mapped in the latest consultation information. There are concerns
about timings of works to form the realignment of the A512 and how it will impact upon
these PRoWs.
Suggested diversion of M56/1 is proposed along depot access road, which is even
longer than that shown on the WDES maps. Same concerns about separation of
pedestrians and vehicles as for M60/2 and 3 and M30/1 above.
The diversion route proposed for M35 seems overlong.
Diversion for M21/6 is longer than proposed on the WDES maps and will now be routed
past Mill House Farm and the balancing pond on the east side of Breedon Lane. Similar
concerns as above with timings of road realignments and PRoW re-routing.
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Diversion route for M17/1 is now shorter but will be alongside Top Brand and the new
roundabout at J14. Same concerns about segregation as above. Could a footbridge be
provided when HS2 is operational? This would restore M17/1 to its original route. Same
concerns about road realignments and PRoW re-routings.
See also PRoWs table in Appendix A to this document.
Landscape and Visual
See also the County Officers’ report on Heritage and Landscape attached as Appendix
B.
The A512 realignment is now closer to the Proposed Scheme, and likewise there is a
smaller space between the railway and the A42; this leaves less room for habitat
creation and NWLDC request that this space is used as imaginatively as possible.
When realigned, Melbourne Road will extend further into area of woodland located to
the west than the original design, and realigned depot access road would impact on
woodland east of Melbourne Road.
Much less new habitat creation and landscaping alongside stretch of line from
Melbourne Road to Worthington Fields Farm, and from Worthington Field Farm to
Breedon Lane.
Visual impacts as listed in the table below:
Visual Impacts
Worthington Telecommunications site and access road
New structure north of Long Hedge Lane and access road
Large embankment now proposed near Worthington Field Farm and Breedon Lane
Lount access track realignment
More extensive realignment works to Long Hedge Lane and Breedon Lane
Access road to serve balancing pond on east side of Breedon Lane; this will be in open
countryside
Mill Lane (northern branch) diversion; land is currently open fields
Hedgerow creation reduced on the northern side of the line east of Stocking Lane

Heritage
LCC Officers’ report on heritage and landscape is attached as Appendix B.
Breedon Lodge Moat will be obliterated by the line of route. Breedon Lodge Farm is
listed and the presence of HS2 permanently changes the setting of these buildings; the
removal of the moat changes it irrevocably.
Impact upon Scheduled Monument at Smoile Farm; the map below shows the extent of
the former mining area and its proximity to the A42.
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Figure 1: Mining Scheduled Monument at Smoile Farm

There will be significant impacts on the setting of Hall Farm (Grade II) as the line of
route has moved much closer. Engineering and landscaping works will be immediately
adjacent to the farmhouse and buildings.
New position of access road to balancing pond on the east side of Breedon Lane will
run close to the Old Mill (Mill Lane) which is Grade II listed. Impacts on the setting are
unclear.
Ecology and biodiversity
The location of the railway is through typical boulder clay soils which supports species
and wildlife characteristic of the local area. It is noted that several landscape earthworks
are shown on the plans which are assumed to be spoil heaps linked to the earthworks
at cuttings. The District Council would request that these heaps are made up of the local
soils which are removed from nearby cuttings so that these can continue to support local
species. Biodiversity would also be enhanced by putting lower nutrient soils at the top
of spoil heaps.
More detail is requested on the nature and make-up of the large landscape earthworks.
In order to support biodiversity, it is requested that these are less regular and have steep
and shallow slopes (rather than a uniform engineered form), providing this change in
profile does not compromise any visual screening required at these locations. This less
uniform shape would provide a richer and more diverse species potential. Therefore the
District Council will seek assurances in this respect.
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A Priority Habitat for NWLDC is to promote species rich grassland which includes
wildflowers. We support LCC’s view that the species list is approved so that it
compliments and promotes local species.
The Lizard Orchid (Himantoglossum hircinum) is present at a site along the revised line
of route. The exact location of this Lizard Orchid has been passed to HS2 Ltd. but is
omitted from this response to help safeguard this protected plant. This plant, which
favours the lime soils present in this part of Leicestershire, is extremely rare in the British
Isles and known populations of it are restricted to around 20 sites. it is listed as a
protected species on Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and is classed
as nationally rare. It also appears as a listed plant on internationally designated Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs), for certain habitat types. As far as the District is aware,
this location is the most northern location that the orchid has been identified in the UK.
Urgent discussions are needed on the management of this extremely rare species.

Figure 2 Lizard Orchid

It would be useful to know what the areas marked as ‘engineering earthworks’ will be
composed of as they have the potential for habitat creation, particularly if they have
steep slopes which provides a high potential for good biodiversity
NWLDC request that HS2 Ltd provides a maintenance schedule of how these various
habitats are to be managed in future.
NWLDC are pleased to note the large quantity of tree planting which will be carried out
along the line of route, including many replacements of established woodland. This area
of Leicestershire is quite well-provisioned with trees due to National Forest plantings,
and we are looking to increase grassland habitats to a similar level. The aim is to be
able to create a mosaic of woodland and grassland which will encourage rarer species.
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Impact on Lount Meadows SSSI. The location of the site is shown on the map below
and the District must raise concerns that the line of route will be close enough to cause
impacts from dust, noise and possibly from disruptions to the water table. The Council
therefore request that an impact assessment is carried out and results shared prior to
the deposition of the Hybrid Bill.

Figure 3 Lount Meadows SSSI

Water courses and flooding
LCC are the Local Lead Flood Authority and NWLDC support the comments they have
submitted in their consultation response.
Community
There will be greater impacts on residents of Hall Farm and Ashby Road Coleorton
during construction, including during realignment of the A512, and when HS2 is
operational. Landscaping works would be adjacent to the houses and gardens and a
suitable mitigation for these to be attractively planted.
Newbold Gate, The Gatehouse and Smoile Farm could still be located within
construction zone, but there are no maps available. Smoile Farm could also be affected
by Melbourne Road realignment.
The line of route is now closer to Newbold Coleorton and Worthington, so it is likely
there will be greater impacts from noise and disturbance during construction works and
operation of line. NWLDC suggest that there is appropriate noise mitigation placed on
this section
There are continuing concerns from Castle Donington, Long Whatton and Diseworth,
Kegworth and Lockington/Hemworth about traffic impacts on their villages, including
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incursions from construction vehicles and “rat-running” when major roads are closed or
diverted.
Land and property
The District Council ask that HS2 Ltd undertake appropriate and thorough liaison with
any residents or businesses that are affected by the route change. NWLDC also expect
to receive a detailed list of affected properties from HS2 Ltd as soon as possible, and
certainly before the Hybrid Bill materials are progressed to Parliament.
Without construction zone maps, it is impossible to assess the extent of landtake for the
realignment. NWLDC request that HS2 Ltd liaise as soon as possible on landtake and
land severance issues.
Socio-economic
NWLDC are aware that a number of businesses will be impacted by the route
realignment. These include the following:
The proposed distribution centre at Lounge Disposal Point (Outline Planning
Permission reference 19/00652/FULM) The proposed realignment moves the
routes slightly closer to the western boundary of the site and moves the
safeguarding area almost to the edge of the site. It is not clear whether this has any
implications for the planning application under consideration by NWLDC. Further
information is urgently required from HS2 Ltd to enable the development to be
progressed
Cloud Hill Quarry – the batching plant will be impacted and issues with
highways/access are still being determined
TNT distribution centre (during realignment of Melbourne Road)
Southern/eastern areas of Field Sport UK site
Solar farm near J14; this is only partially constructed and the Mill Lane diversion
would prevent completion in its current form
Businesses at farms which are mainly impacted by construction
The District Council will seek assurances from HS2 Ltd that any alterations required to
ensure continued operation of businesses is included within the Hybrid Bill.
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5. Temporary construction railhead near Ashby-de-la-Zouch
(Ashby HS2 Railhead)
Background:
Overview of railhead impacts:
The main impacts of the railhead would result from its construction and use to support
the railway. As described above, it is expected that the site will be used for seven years,
during which there will be a temporary loss of arable land. The landtake is large when
compared to the “constructed” area of the site, but no explanation is given for this.
There will be impacts on Sinope village which is situated 300m to the east of the
proposed railhead. The residents of Sinope are likely to be affected by the construction
and operation of the railhead.
The site will create impacts on woodland and grassland in the local area. This will
include West Farm Wood which is within the setting of the Grade II listed Hall Farm. The
railhead would also cross Coleorton Brook, which is a tributary of the River Mease.
Impacts on road users in the area. There are likely to be high numbers of HGV
movements in and out of the site daily. The siting of road access to the site has not yet
been determined.
Depending upon the number of workers based at the railhead, there will be a significant
temporary population increase, at least during the day. There are estimated to be 420
workers at the J13 compound, plus those at ARH. (Ashby town population at 2011
census was 12,370, so up to 1,000 extra workers in the area is significant. The J13
compound is estimated to be present for three and a half years, and ARH for seven).
Several watercourses run through the proposed site, including Coleorton Brook which
is a tributary of the protected River Mease. NWLDC support LCC’s comments on
watercourses.
The plans for the railhead are very brief. No information is given on access to the site,
provision of utilities and details of the build (other than location of sidings).
Planning Perspective
It is noted that at paragraph 2.2.53 of the Design Refinement Consultation document
that a number of alternative locations were considered for the railhead, but that these
are not identified. It would be helpful to know here these sites are and the reasons for
them being eliminated in order to be sure that this is, indeed, the most appropriate site.
Without such information it is difficult to form a judgement as to the merits of the
proposed site.
The principal of establishing a railhead is a matter to be determined through the Hybrid
Bill process. However, it is appropriate to have regard to the adopted North West
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Leicestershire Local Plan. The proposed site is identified as being subject to the
countryside policy. Policy S3 of the adopted Local Plan identifies a range of uses which
will be supported in such a location. One of these is “transport infrastructure” which the
proposed use would comprise. Whilst the use would thus be supported in principle,
policy S3 also sets out a number of other requirements which should be considered. In
this respect there is limited detail at this stage in terms what the site would look like,
where tree planting or other landscaping would be which makes it difficult to make a
judgement about how the proposal would perform against these requirements.
However, its scale is such that it could impact upon “the appearance and character of
the landscape” (part (i) of policy S3), notwithstanding the fact that “The proposed site
would be mainly in a cutting”. Depending upon the scale of any built development
(including areas of hardstanding) it could also potentially conflict with part (ii) of S3 in
respect of the perceived separation between Coalville and Ashby, bearing in mind the
extent of the site.
The potential impact of the railhead needs to take in to account the fact that it would
only be a temporary use and so provided the site was restored the impact would also
be temporary.
It is not clear what happens to Corkscrew Lane which connects the A511 and A512. It
is also not clear as to where vehicular access would be from other than from the A511,
although this might be from Corkscrew Lane.
Policy IF5 of the Local Plan seeks to ensure that new development will not “prejudice
the route of the Leicester to Burton line” for potential passenger services. It will be
important, therefore, to ensure that if the railhead is established that it does not prejudice
the potential reopening of the line to passenger services.
In terms of the possible long term use of the site, for example in connection with the
reopening of the line to passenger traffic or as an employment site, this is a matter which
can only be addressed through the current review of the Local Plan; it is not a matter
for consideration as part of the Hybrid Bill.
Consultation response
General comments
In light of this proposal, the District Council welcomes early sight of upgrades to the
surrounding road network and highway access point designs that will accommodate this
additional traffic.
NWLDC are keen to work with HS2 Ltd to assess the impacts of the Leicester to Burton
freight line, including the number of additional train movements expected per day, and
details of proposals to upgrade this currently low standard freight line to accommodate
these extra train movements.
The District Council would also be interested in discussions on whether line upgrades
will help to enable the reinstatement of the Ivanhoe Line for passenger use. Past
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feasibility studies were carried out prior to any knowledge of plans for the railhead and
it is possible that this might alter BCR projections.
NWLDC would like early discussions with HS2 Ltd to understand what any upgrade
works might consist of. The expectation is that as a minimum the trackbed will need
attention, and depending on the numbers of daily movements, there might be a
requirement to improve signalling and level crossings.
The assumption is that a very large volume of earth will be removed to level the site and
it is logical to assume that restoration would be a very lengthy process.
Proposed lifespan of the railhead
The District Council would be interested to know the reasoning for the placement of a
railhead at Ashby, when Kingsbury was supposed to be used for Phase 2 construction.
However, as mentioned above, NWLDC strongly welcome any upgrades or works that
will facilitate the upgrade of the Ivanhoe Line in the long term.
NWLDC recognise that a temporary railhead is essential for the railway construction
and will remove a significant amount of vehicle movements from the highway network.
However, another view is that it might be more appropriate to not reinstate the railhead
to its former condition, and consider alternative uses, for the following reasons;
a) Permanent mitigation measures (screening and landscaping) could be installed early
in the planned ‘temporary’ phase of railhead construction, so that adjacent
communities have more robust mitigation both through the construction and the
operational phase of the railway. Furthermore, the earlier planting of any tree
screening (etc.) mitigation works, will be established by the time the new railway
comes into operation
b) If planned properly, there will be fewer disturbances to the adjacent communities,
with only one set of major earthworks to endure, rather than two, than if the land is
re-profiled and restored at the end of the construction phase. This could also greatly
reduce the carbon footprint of these works
c) In addition, retaining the Ashby railhead could avoid the need to construct the
Austrey maintenance base, which would be highly likely to reduce HS2 construction
costs, at the same time providing a significant legacy to the Ashby area.
d) North West Leicestershire’s Local Plan (adopted 2017) projects that there will be a
minimum of 9,620 dwellings needed in the period to 2031. Over 2,000 of these will
be built in Ashby and Coalville will also expand significantly. Both these towns would
benefit strongly from the reopening of the Ivanhoe Line.
Traffic and Transport – General comments
The construction and presence of the railhead is likely to cause a significant increase in
traffic movements in the Ashby area.
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Access to the railhead site is unclear, and safe/appropriate site access will be essential.
No information has been given on construction traffic routes; this is particularly important
in the case of the railhead.
Traffic and transport – specific comments
Access roads to the railhead site must be selected carefully. Some existing roads
(Corkscrew Lane, Moorlands-Farm Town lane, Farm Town lane off A512) are too
narrow for HGVs. The railway bridge on The Moorlands may reduce visibility for turning
traffic. The A511 is the main link between Leicester, the M1, Coalville, the A42, Ashby
and other destinations. There is a considerable traffic load on this route already and
impacts to road users could be significant. Take into consideration that the A512 is not
a suitable access route to the M1.
Impacts on local roads around the Ashby railhead site. This will be particularly important
given the size of the proposed site and the number of vehicle movements (both small
and large vehicles) it will support throughout the life cycle of the site.
Dependent upon the portions of the freight line to be used by HS2 Ltd, we are concerned
about consequential traffic impacts at level crossings on High Street (Coalville) and
Grange Road (Coalville). Any safety upgrades should be funded by the HS2 project.
Public Rights of Way and Non-Motorised Users (NMU)
There are now some additional ProWs which will be directly impacted by the
construction of the Ashby railhead; see map below.
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Figure 4 Existing ProWs, Ashby railhead site

M61 crosses the existing railway line and the A511; M30 runs south to north over the
A512 and M60 runs northwest to southeast from the A512 towards Farm Town and is
joined by M30. No information has been given on temporary closures and/or diversions.
Any diversion routes will need to be short and not run alongside busy roads, with
appropriate separation between NMUs and vehicles as discussed above.
It will be important for HS2 to properly assess impacts on PRoWs as they are an
important community asset, even when it initially appears that they are not well-used.
We look forward to discussions with HS2 Ltd on appropriate mitigation.
Landscape and Visual
See also LCC’s Landscape and Heritage report at Appendix B.
The viewpoints chosen for photographic representation give a scant idea of the visual
impact. In any case, the Council suggest HS2 Ltd consider more extensive landscaping
along the road to help shield the area from dust and noise. This will be particularly
important at the New Packington end of the site where there are houses nearby.
It is inevitable that there will be substantial visual impacts resulting from the sheer size
of the site. It will comprise sidings, compounds, car parks, storage areas and other
structures. It is not known whether there will be spoil heaps on the site, nor their extent.
There is some screening already in place along the A511, but there are likely to be
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visual impacts from Corkscrew Lane, the Moorlands-Farm Town lane, nearby properties
and PRoWs. This will change the character of this area for a period of seven years.
Visualisation View 1 shows the view towards the railhead at its eastern end where the
least amount of development appears to be proposed. This may not give a true picture
of the visual impacts of the railhead.
Visualisation View 2 shows a large amount of visible earthworks. The consultation
document states that the railhead would be positioned in a cutting and earthworks would
be used for screening. There are no details on whether the earthworks would be created
from the spoil on the site or brought in from elsewhere. No details provided of
landscaping or screening.
Heritage
See the Landscape and Heritage report at Appendix B.
Ecology and Biodiversity
National Forest plantations will be affected by the Ashby railhead. NWLDC support their
requests for appropriate replacement as part of the restoration scheme.
Badger setts are located within the extent of the proposed railhead. There are also
several ponds within and close to the extent of the railhead site that are used by Great
Crested Newts. Locations of these are retained by the District Council.
Local residents report the presence of Pipistrelle Bats and Tawny Owls in the Birchwood
area.
In addition, the landtake will impact on hedgerows, ponds, grassland and scrubland,
some of which are potential or candidate Local Wildlife Sites.
The District’s expectation is that upon restoration, local topsoil will be used to enable
recolonisation of the pre-existing vegetation.
The railhead area contains watercourses which are tributaries of the River Mease. This
could cause impacts on:


Reduction of water quality and flow into the river



The river bed, banks of the river and its tributaries



The habitat structure of the river and its tributaries



The river and its tributaries from artificial obstructions

These impacts could result from foul and surface water drainage, pollution, invasive
species disturbance to the watercourse and its banks, and the construction of features
within, or in close proximity to the watercourse.
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There is no information as to how the Coleorton Brook would be affected by construction
and operation of the railhead. HS2 Ltd must ensure that construction management plans
are in place before site clearance and construction works start, to remove any risk of
fuel, soils, building material and waste water entering the brook during construction of
the railhead. Information must be provided on how/where material, fuel and plant will be
stored and maintained, containment of waste water on the site, use of site spill kits and
briefing to construction staff, the location of oil trap and demolition and construction
works.
Any new habitats proposed alongside the brook need to be compatible with the SAC
designation and not result in adverse impacts.
Water courses and flooding
NWLDC support LCC’s comments on water courses and flooding.
NWLDC are concerned about impacts on Coleorton Brook, particularly where it flows
through proposed distribution centre at Lounge. The railhead would cross Coleorton
Brook, which is a tributary of the River Mease. See comments on the River Mease and
its tributaries above.
Community
It will be important to ensure that access between communities is not heavily impacted
by HGV movements as this could restrict access to Ashby for essential services
Information about worker accommodation is very sparse. It is important to note that
should there be overnight accommodation at the ARH site, it could impact positively on
Ashby’s night-time economy. See also comments in section 2 above on the lack of hotel
and rental accommodation in the area.
Impacts on the communities of Sinope and Farm Town during the construction period,
and during the operation period of the railhead. No operating hours have been stated
for the railhead, so the assumption must be that there will be night working, which will
cause light pollution in an area of low population.
Consideration must be given to the provision of welfare services (e.g. medical and
dental) care for construction staff who are based in and around Ashby. This will include
workers at the ARH and those at the construction compounds at J13 and other nearby
locations. Particularly for the ARH, these workers are likely to be in place for several
years and may not live locally. Discussions will be needed with HS2 Ltd as to how best
these services can be provided.
Working hours at the railhead must be clarified early in the process. There is already
considerable local disquiet about the prospect of long hours/24-7 working in the area,
particularly when ballast and track are being laid. NWLDC request that there are timely
discussions on working hours and engagement with local communities.
Land and Property
Page 19 of 21

The plan in Appendix B of the consultation documents shows impacts on the following
areas surrounding the development:
The setting of the Grade II listed Hall Farm.
Severance of Flagstaff Farm, the implications of which will need to be considered,
particularly in terms of access.
The site development will require demolition of one residential property – the
Gamekeepers Cottage.
Severance impacts on West Farm, the implications of this are still to be determined.
Parts of the railhead and nearby land are within the Coal Authority’s High-Risk
Development Area, meaning there is a risk to development from coal mining legacy and
land instability and also from contaminated land. Using spoil from creation of the cutting
to form earthworks could raise land contamination issues if not thoroughly surveyed.
The District’s expectation is that HS2 Ltd will continue to engage with local authorities
and affected land/property owners.
Socio-economic
McVities at Ashby and local industrial estates use the A511 and A512 for deliveries.
Tesco, Marks and Spencer, Aldi and Wickes are all located just off J13 and are
dependent on the A511 and A512 for deliveries.
Loss of two wind turbines and transformer near J13.

6. Permanent maintenance facility at Austrey
NWLDC does not support proposals for the maintenance facility at Austrey, highlighting
long term possible impacts of night-time operations on the village of Appleby Parva,
both during the construction and operation periods. Appleby Parva is a small community
of only a few hundred people and therefore the proportional effect is likely to be
considerable.
The District Council is concerned that the surrounding rural roads are inappropriate for
vehicles to access the site which will permanently bring additional traffic from the M42
J11 through Appleby Parva, impacting the village. There is also local concern of a
potential visual impact (e.g. night lighting) in this rural area, that has yet to be quantified.
NWLDC suggests that consideration be given to move this facility to the Ashby Railhead
temporary site and make this facility permanent. This could provide a more direct access
from the highway network and be more comprehensively mitigated by the earthworks
required for the railhead construction.
NWLDC note that Warwickshire County Council are also likely to oppose the site at
Austrey and the Council support their aspirations; see comments above on long-term
use of the Ashby Railhead site.
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7. Provision of a bored tunnel at J10, M42
NWLDC supports this change. While outside the District, knock-on impacts from major
roads are considerable, particularly when roads are closed, diverted or subject to traffic
controls.
The M42/A42 and A5 are significant transport gateways for North West Leicestershire
and many businesses, particularly to the north of the District, are dependent upon
reliable road links.

8. HS2 Realignment at Trowell
NWLDC welcomes the HS2 realignment at Trowell north of Leicestershire, which will
remove the need to realign the M1 motorway in this area. This will mean far less
disruption on the M1, which again is a significant transport gateway for Leicestershire.
This is particularly important for the north of the District, including Kegworth, Castle
Donington, Donington Park and East Midlands Airport.
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